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1. Developed a community involvement process that provided constructive participation in the
cleanup of the site.

2. Served as the leader or risk taker in identifying the needs/concerns of the community and
sought to meet those concerns.

3. Showed compassion and dedication when working with EPA, the state and the community in
ensuring the site cleanup met both EPA’s and the community’s needs.

4. Actively participated in community meetings, disseminated information, and identified ways
the EPA site team could work effectively with the community.

5. Worked successfully with the EPA site team to get input on future land use.

6. Effectively used community assets (e.g., volunteers and grants such as TAGs) so the
community could effectively participate in the site cleanup process

Bruce Merchant, Marc Hatton, Denise Keele and Sarah Hill have each and collectively made significant
contributions to the Allied Landfill portion of the Kalamazoo River Superfund Site. They did so by
engaging EPA in collaborative problem solving, addressing: risk communication, future land use as a way
to further protectiveness of the remedy and other technical issues. It is due to their efforts that EPA was
ableto protective and implementabl acceptable to the community and ultimately
better than what EPA had previously intended to propose.

The Allied Paper Landfill is part of the larger Kalamazoo River Superfund site and contains 2.6 million
tons of paper waste contaminated with polychlorinated biphenyis {PCBs). Besides the Allied Paper
Landfill, the Kalamazoo River site includes three other landfills where the PCB wastes have successfully
been consolidated and capped. EPA released the Allied Landfill feasibility study in January 2014, with
potential cleanup alternatives ranging from no action (zero cost) to complete excavation and off-site
disposal of the landfill {5189 million): . EPA favored a consolidation
and capping option (543 million), but the City and local community steadfastly opposed leaving any of
the PCB contamination in place and publicly demanded total removal of the wastes, citing dire
consequences to public health and threats to the City’s drinking water supply. The community enlisted
the support of state and federal elected officials, and organized and implemented a media campaign
designed to put pressure on EPA to select complete waste excavation as the cleanup. Had EPA forged
ahead with its remedy selection process in this politically-charged climate, it would have met with
significant opposition, potential litigation, and substantial delays in remedy implementation. Instead,
the City requested that EPA “pause” its remedy selection process to allow for additional discussions.

For over a decade, Bruce Merchant has effectively represented the interests of the community of
Kalamazoo at the Kalamazoo River Superfund Site and more specifically the Allied Landfill Operable Unit
of that site. Bruce gained the trust and respect of the community as the former head of Public Services
for the City of Kalamazoo (City). When, in 2007, EPA and the respon5|ble parties sought to dispose of
contaminated materials from the
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Landfill, & sroo successfully led community resistance to that plan,
blocking that plan Since then Bruce has been fully engaged at the OU first challenging and then more
recently, aiding EPA during its decision making process and community outreach.

After =the City’s efforts to block material from being added to Allied Landfill,

on

Bruce £ ;
behalf of the C|ty to press EPA and elected officials for total removal of the waste. In the course of this
: Bruce came to the conclusion that total removal was not a viable

work,
end point for Allied Landfill.

March Hatton, until recently, was

the City of Kalamazoo Brownfields and Beuse Coordinator,

redhinking-the-future-sbandtheremedy-for-Alied-Landbill-Marc provided the vision |
; He envisioned 2 properky
with mixed land use, repurposing components of the remedy 1o create a site-plan that would maximize
development,
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Denise Keele and Sarah Hill



